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1 Theſſalonians, v, 21. | 


Prove all Things ö hold faſt 
that which is Good. 


HESE Words are part of an E- 
piſtle written by the great Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles to the Church of 
God at The/alonica, which was a City of 
Macedonia, where Paul, by preaching the 
Goſpel of Chriſt Feſus, was own'd to gather 
the Children of Grace into the Fellowſhip of 
Jeſus and one another; the Lord was plea- 
ſed to ſucceed him in almoſt all his Labours, 
for wherever he came, ſtore of Converts fell 
to the Lord: They were brought aut 9 
Darkneſs into God's moſt marvellous Light, 
and tran ſlated out 2 the Kingdom of Satan 
into that of God's dear Son. 

This Epiſtle contains moſt of the funda- 
mental Doctrines of the covenant of Grace, 
and thoſe neceſſary Duties which are incum- 
bent upon all the Followers of the Lamb, 
and are by Grace their Practice. We have a 
large Account of the Apoſtle's preaching at 
this City of hs, and the Difficul- 
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ties that attended it, in the 19th Chapter of 
the Acts, at the Beginning. He came to 
Theſſalonica, and went to the Jews Syna- 
gogue and preached Chriſt to them; and the 
Succeſs of his pious Labour, we have Verſe 4, 
ſome believed : Grace conquers all before it ; 
brings down all the Powers of the Soul to 
the Foot of a victorious Jeſus, and beats 
down all the ſtrong Holds of Hell and Sin: 
but in the 5th, we have the Difficulties that 
he met with here, bat the Jews that believed 
not, moved with Envy. Mark, if the preach- 
ing of a precious Jeſus don't melt the Soul 
into Love with him, and into a holy Hatred 
with Self and Sin, there is nothing to be 
expected, but a Heart riſing againſt Chriſt, 
his Truths and Servants, which will ſoon 
break out. See, they took unto them certain 
lewd Fellows of the baſer Sort, and gathe- 
red a 3 and ſet all the City in an up- 
roar; and indeed the Servants of the Devil 
are good for nothing elſe, and then they are 
in their own Element: O how are they 
pleaſed to make a ſtand againſt the Goſpel 
of the Lamb! well, they ſet the City in an 
uproar, and aſſaulted the Houſe of Jaſon, 
and ſought to bring them out to the People, Sc. 
to expoſe theſe Servants of Chriſt to theit 
Rage, but they were diſappointed; and 
when they found them not, they drew Jaſon 
and certain Brethren unto the Rulers * the 
"y, 


1 
City, crying, theſe that have turned the 
World upſide down are come hither alſo, 
Verie 6. This was cutting Work, they 
could not bear to be turned upſide down, 
they liked to ſtand upon their old corrupt 
Bottom of ſinful Nature without Diſturbance z 
this is their Reſt, becauſe they know not 
that the Goſpel is deſigned to bring Peace 
upon all them that receive it in the Love of 
it; and in Verſe 7, they charge them as E- 
nemies to the State, becauſe they preach'd 
that Jeſus was a King; this they conſtrued 
is an Impeachment of Czſar's Title and Ho- 
nour ; but this they only made uſe of as 
an Handle to move the Rulers againſt them 
and their Doctrine, not from any great At- 
ſection they had for Cæſar or his Government; 
and this hath been a Plea againſt the meek 
Followers of the Lamb in all Ages. But 
that Chriſt is a King is plain, for he is King 
Kings and Lord of Lords; he it is by whom 
Kings Reign and Princes decree Fuſtice, al- 
though they know 1t not; he 1s the Saints 
King, and they own him as their rightful 
Sovereign; theſe Things are a Trouble to 
wicked Men, evil Rulers can't bear them ; 
and as there was no Law againſt them, they 
took Security of Jaſon and the other, and 
let them go. Ged 1s pleaſed often in the 
Courte of Providence, to cauſe his own Peo- 
ple to find Fayour in the Eyes of their Ene- 


mies, 
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mies, and they are not ſo ill- beloved in the 
World, but they can find Security for their 

accable Deportment: Upon this, the 
ö {ent away Paul and Silas by Night 
to Barea, and when they came there, the 
preſently fell to preaching the Word of the 
Lord among them, as in Verſe 10. Theſe 
Servants of the Lord made uſe of every Op- 
portunity to ſerve the moſt High, in the Goſ- 
pel of his Son; they were afraid of no earthly 
Powers, for they had received the Goſpel 
into their Hearts, and a Commiſſion from 
Chrijt to preach it; and therefore were reſol- 
ved to make it known at all Events: Well, 
the Succeſs at Theſſalonica was conſiderable: 
Here is a living Church gathered out of a 
dead World, ſee the iſt Chap. of this Epiſtle, 
and Verſe 1. Here the Apoſtle directs him- 
{elf to them, as a Church zz God the Father, 
and in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Obſerve, they 
were a Church that ſtood in the Father's 
Love, and in the Son's Grace, and knew it 
by the Influences of the Holy Ghoſt, whom 
he could remember at the 'Throne of Grace, 
with Thankfulneſs. They were no common 
Rabble, or Mob of Swine, under a Profeſ- 
ſion of Religion got together in common 
Form : No, no, for they were ſuch as had 
felt the 1weet Effects of ancient Love upon 
their Hearts, by the divine Energy; as 
ſuch were proper Stones for the Building of 


Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Church, they came with Pleaſure to 
a rejected Foundation; to ſuch is this Epiſtle 
directed, theſe conquered ones, where Chriſt 
had obtain'd a Victory. The Word The//alo- 
nica, according to ſome, ſignifies the other 
Victory of God; and ſo every City, Town, 
Family, or Individual, is a Theſſalonica; 
another Victory of God, were Grace has 
changed the Heart: And though we live in a 
dark Day, in which the Godly Man ceaſeth, 

and the faubful fail from among the Children 

of Men, yet bleſſed be the —_— of the 
Lord, he had, he hath, and ever will have 
a Seed to ſerve him in this World, to prove 
the Victory of his Grace; and they only 


ſball be accounted to the Lord for a Genera- 


tion. In this Chapter, in which is our Text, 
we have a particular Account of Chriſt's 


coming to Judgment, with reſpe& to the 
uncertainty of the Time, as a Thief in the 


Night, when he will be leaft expected; juſt 


like the drowning the old World: They 


were eating and drinking, they were marry- 
ing and giving in Marriage, they had no 
thought of Deſtruction, they were regaling 
themſelves in the Things of Time and Senſe, 
until Noah entered into the Ark; and then 
the Flood came and took them all away. 
Thus the Day of the Lord will come ſud- 
denly; a Day of Rebuke and Anger to the 
Wicked, but it will be a Day of Joy and 

| Triumph 
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Triumph to the Righteous. Was this to be 
the Day that our dear Lord would unpin the 
Fabrick of this World in, melt the Elements 
with feryent Heat, and the Heavens depart 
as a Scroul, it would be a bleſſed Day to all 
thoſe, who have waſhed their Converſation, 
and made it white in the Blood of the Lamb; 
the pleaſing Proſpect of this awful but 
{weet Day of the Lord, is altogether owing 
to free and undeſerved Grace through the 
Blood of a Redeemer, by an effectual Work 
of the Spirit, upon the Heart of a poor Sin- 
ner; ſo that ſuch cannot be ſurpriſed at its 
coming, for they are Children of the 7 0 
and of the Day, who watch and are ſober, 
and pray that they may not with the tooliſh 
Virgins ſlumber and fleep; grow cold with 
the empty Profeſſors of their Time, and join 
with them in their Sins and Formalities, and 
what they call their innocent Diverſions; 
but that they may bear a conſtant Teſtimony 

againſt eyery Evil, and all Appearance: 

thereof, by putting on the Breaſt-plate of 
Love and Faith, and for a Helmet the Hope 

of Salvation ; this will coyer their Heads in 

the Day of their Warfare, for they are cal- 


led forth to War againſt the World, the Fleſh, 
and the Devil; and that which animate 
them to the Fight, is what is laid down in 
Verſe 9, for God hath not appointed us t. 
Wrath, but to obtain Salvation by our Lori. 
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Jeſus Chriſt, O! this is a moving Conſidera- 
tion indeed, a moſt ſtrong and powerful Mo- 
tive; what! has not God appointed me to 
Wrath, but to obtain the heavenly Glory, 
by the dying Lamb? O! that I could love 
© him more, and ſerve him better! What 
© Deſign ſuch a one as I am for Bleſſedneſs! 
O! what am I! and what is my Father's 
© Houſe? My Father an Amorite, and my 
© Mother an Hittite, and I an Mirian, rea- 
dy to periſh, and deſerve nothing but Hell 
and Wrath for ever! O! then be Glory to 
© his excellent Name to all Eternity.“ The 
Apoſtle goes on in the next Place, to incul- 
cate ſome of thoſe relative Duties incumbent. 
upon the Saints, Verſe 14, — 22; they were 
to warn the unruly, to comfort the feeble 
minded, to ſupport the Weak, Sc. In every 
thing to be Thankful, Verſe 18, for it is the 
Will of God in Chriſt Zeſus: Thankfulneſs 
lor our Enjoyments, is but our reaſonable 
dervice; and yet this is ſuch a Service, that 
we can't perform without the divine Aid; 
and in the 19th Verſe, he exhorts us not to 
quench the Spirit. We find then the Spirit 
may be quenched or ſtifled, but not as ſome 
expound it, that the Spirit works and ſtrives 
in the Heart of every Man, and is baffled by 
the moſt, and his Work put out: But by 
quenching the Spirit, we are to underſtand 

it in others; they do all they can to put out 
| B their 
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their Light and Experience, and ſtifle the 
Teſtimony they have received from the 
Lord ; the Practice of almoſt all the Deno- 
minations in this ſinful Age, in which Reli- 
gion is made a Trade. A Teſtimony from 
Heaven, is with them Cant and Enthuſiaſm; 
the Workings of the Holy Ghoſt are treated 
with the utmoſt Contempt by moſt at this 
Day; yet to the Heirs of Promiſe, they are 
moſt delightful and glorious, and are the very 
Life and Soul of all practical Religion; it is 
the Fruit ofeverlaſting Love, and the Earneft 
of immortal Glory; and though others ftrive 
to quench it, yet it ſhall never be extin- 
guiſhed : We can't do it ourſelves, bleſſed be 
God, his Work cannot be let. O! we have 
found it ſo, Glory to the Lamb for ever, 
for by this Work the Soul is melted down 
and caſt into an Evangelical Monld, and comes 
forth a new Creature, with all new Princi- 
ples; fer he ſaith, behold I make all Things 
New, a new Spirit, a new Heart, all our 
Powers made capable to love and ſerve him; 
ſo that we cannot quench this mighty Work, 
though others would ; the Devil would, our 
Deviliſh part in us would, the World would, 
but none can; for greater is he that is in us, 
than he that is in the World. O ſweet Conſi- 
deration indeed! they have attempted it, as 
in the Caſe of the Martyr Stephen, who tells 
the Jews, that they did always reſiſt the 

Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt, as did their Fathers; they re- 
ſiſted the Prophets, and the Holy Ghoſt in 
them, yea and Chriſt himſelf; they had not 
the Spirit in themſelves; and as ſuch they 
could not reſiſt him; and this Senſe is put 
out of all doubt by the Context, deſpiſe not 
Propheſyings, that is, treat not any Thing 
either with Neglect or Contempt, that ap- 
pears to come from the Lord, though it may 
appear mean; yet look into it and compare 
it with the Scriptures, and be not over haſty 
to paſs a Judgment; and ſo we come to our 
Text: Prove all Things, hold faſt that 
which 1s G60d. In which we have two Parts. 
iſt, An Exhortation to a neceſſary Duty, 
prove all Things. | 
2dly, A Direction for the right Improve- 


ment of this Duty ; hold faſt rhat which is 


Good. It is our Duty to bring all Doctrines 
and Sentiments of Men, to the Standard of 
God's Word, and right Reaſon; and that 
which appears to be good, to hold it faſt, 
eſteem it as moſt excellent and precious, take 
nothing upon Truſt, upon human Authority; 
becauſe the Church ſay it, Councils ſay 
it, and Doctors and Men of Learning ſay it: 
No, no, call no Man Father or Doctor upon 
Earth, hut to the Law and the Teſtimony ; 
this Duty ſeems to be enjoyn'd, becauſe they 
were too credulous; they, it appears, were 
like ſome in our Day, ready to believe any 

B 2 Thing, 
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Thing, take up every Thing that any Body 
ſhould lay down; they take every thing for 
granted that a good Man aſſerts, right or 
wrong: Now this is a Fault; we ſhould con- 
| ſult our Bibles, and ſee whether theſe Things 
are fundamental, which we receive as the 
Articles of our Faith; this was the noble 
Practice of thoſe at Barea, Acts xvii, 11; 
and in this they were more noble than theſe 
Theſſaloniaus. Herein theſe were reprovable 
and they commendable. Search the Scrip- 
tures, read them carefully and conſtantly, and 
pray for the Spirit to enlighten your Under- 
ſtandings, that you may behold the Wonders 
therein contained; try for yourſelves, judge for 
yourſelves, for you e muſt be either 
ſaved or damned. But though there are ſome 
too credulous among us, yet the far greater 
part are on the other Side the Queſtion; who 
will believe nothing, though ever ſo well 
atteſted, and held forth with the cleareſt E- 
vidence: Things Sacred and Holy, they al- 
ways treat with Scorn and Contempt, and 
they ever want Proofs which are impoſſible; 
becauſe they are reſol ved not to believe: 
But to them that believe, God's Word, hath 
in it a full and ſufficient Evidence; and we 
as helped by Grace, will prove all Things 
by it, and fit down fatisfied with its Deter- 
mination, | 
In ſpeaking to theſe Words, in a Doctrinal 


Way, we ſhall purſue the following Method. 
And ſhew, j W hat 


(13) 

y I. What thoſe Things are, which we 
Yr Þ are to prove and try by the Divine Standard; 
rand what this Standard is. 

= II. What it is to hold faſt the Things 
ps that appear by this Standard to be good, 
ae and here we ſhall ſhew, how thoſe Things 
le ¶ are to be treated, that appear to be nought. 
13 We ſhall begin with the Firſt, 

ſc Vir. What thoſe Things are, which we 
le are to prove and try by the Divine Standard; 
p- and what this Standard is: And here, firſt of 
nd Wall, let it be conſidered, that there are tome 
er- Things that may be tried by the Standard of 
ers MW Reaſon, which are neceſſary to all Religion; 
for Wand they ere theſe. 

zer Firſt, The Being of God, and the Per- 
me ¶ fections of the Divine Eſſence, may, I con- 
ceive, be proved by the Light of Reaſon, 
if duly attended: If we maturely contem- 
plate the Worlds, we ſee with their ſeveral 
Inhabitants, they all loudly tell us, of the 
ternal Power and Godhead of their Al- 
ighty Author; they are continually decla- 
ring the firſt Cauſe of their Being and Mo- 
ions, and that he muſt be infinitely wiſe, 
ath nd that an intelligent Mind appears in all 
we his Works, both of Creation and Providence; 
ngs or if we look up to the Heavens, and be- 
ter- old their glorious Expanſion, with thoſe 
aſt Bodies fixed in them, as the Sun, Moou 
ind Stars, moving in their proper Orbs, 


keeping 
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keeping their regular Courſe through Days 
Months and Years, ſilently tell us of a Being 
above them all, who orders and directs their 
ſteady and unalterable Courſe from one Age 
to another. Beſides, if we conſider the 
Creatures in this' lower World, with their 
neceſlary Dependance upon each other, and 
the Harmony that is among them, we muſt 
ſay, O Lord bow manifold are thy Il ur-, in 
Wiſdom thou baſt made them all : Farther, 
if we do but attend to the little World Max, 
that noble Structure, how extenſively does 
it beſpeak the greatneſs of the eternal Mind,; 
he that beholds not an infinite eternal firſt 
Cauſe in theſe Things, muſt willfully ſhut 
his Eyes; for as to that Atheiſtical Notion 
of the Eternity of Matter, it is ſo ſtupid 
that it deſerves no Notice. But yet, that 
which is ſtill more ridiculous, is an Imagina- 
tion, that ſenſeleſs inactive Matter, that hath 
no Intelligency in it at all, could jumble it- 
ſelf by chance, into ſuch beautiful Worlds, 
ſtored with ſuch a Variety of wonderful 
Creatures; theſe declare the Glory of God, 
and ſhew forth his handy Works: From 
theſe Things Reaſon ſays there is a God, the 
great Author of all Things, the firſt Cauſe; 
and I think there is hardly a Man will deny it. 
Secondly, That all the Creation hath 2 
Dependance upon this eternal firſt Cauſe, 
may alſo be proved by the Light of N 3 
1 Tea- 
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I reaſon thus; if T owe my Being to this 


great and holy God; if he is the Author of 
my Exiſtence, I muſt be then the Subject of 
his Government, and neceſſarily at his diſ- 
poſing; I am then certainly dependant upon 
him for all Things, he has made me, he is 
the Cauſe of my Exiſtence, and that fully de- 
monſtrates that he is a wiſe and intelligent 
Agent ; as ſuch he muſt have an End in for- 
ming ſuch a Creature : Indeed the Light of 
Nature don't diſcover what this End is, yet 
whatever Jam capable of hoping or longing 
for to make me happy, muſt be intirely from 
him, who has given me Life, Breath and 
Being. 

Thirdly, The Neceſſity of a Revelation 
from this great Being, in Order to our glo- 
nfying of him in a right Manner, is clear 
from the Light of Nature; whatever ſome 
of our modern Dezſts have aſſerted to the 
contrary. T his Controverſy I have not Time 
at preſent to enter into: yet its plain that 
as there is a God, and that my Dependance 
is upon him, I ſtand in need of a Revelation 
irom him to dire& my Ways, and to make 
the Paths of Duty plain, that T may know 
what is his good and acceptable Will, and 
that I may know how to pleaſe him, and do 
the Things agrecable to his Mind. Now, 
without a poſitive Exhibition of his Plea- 
lure, no Man can tell what will pleaſe him, 


they 
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they can never tell what is right or what is 
wrong, for the Light oſ Nature in theſe is 
very defective. Now if I bring this to the 
Bar of Reaſon, and argue thus; this great 
God hath made me, I am an intelligent Being, 
and capable in ſome Meaſure to know and 
contemplate the Perfections of his Holy Na- 
ture; which informs me, that I am defign'd 
for Ends more noble than juſt to eat and 
drink, and then to riſe up to play, or to 
ſpend a few Years in Sin and Sorrow; to ad 
the Devil and the Brute, and to be no more; 
Such Ends don't become the wiſeſt and the 
beſt of Beings, and he cannot act either be- 
low or contrary to himſelf. Now I am cer- 
tain a Revelation from him would ſet Man- 
kind to rights in all theſe Things, which 
is a full Proof of its Neceſſity. The beſt 
Moraliſts among the Philoſophers acknow- 
ledged this, that there was a God upon whom 
all Nature depended; but what would he 
pleaſing to this God they could not tell. 
Thus for want of a Revclation, they were 
plunged into Darkneſs and Difficulty, and 
fell into innumerable Idolatries and Abſur- 
dities, all which to my Reaſon, proves the 
abſolute Neceſlity of a poſitive Declaration 
of the Divine Will. 

Fourthly, By the ſame Law of Reaſon, 
we may arrive at ſome Aſſurance, that the 
Revelation which Cod has made to us in the 
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Scriptures of tlie old and new Teſtament is 
from himſelf, and of divine Authority; that 
theſe carry in them their own Evidence will 
appear ſeveral Ways. 

I. The Predictions of the ſacred Books, 
which contain an Account of Things to come; 
Things that were not to have their Accgm- 

liſhment till future Ages, which according- 
y fell out at the | rn Time, are lively 
Proofs that the Scriptures are the Word 
of God: For who could tell Things to come 
but God himſelf; for they were Things that 
had no Dependance upon ſecondary Cauſes 
as an Eclipſe, which may be an hundred 
Years hence, which we know will happen 
according to the regular Motions of the Pla- 
nets: But the Things of Scripture, are of 
another Nature; ſuch as the Birth of Chriſt, 
the Place where, the Time when, the man- 
ner of his Death, his glorious Exaltation, 
the overthrow of Feruſalem, and the De- 
ſtruction of the Temple, all which came to 
paſs; the latter according to Hiſtorians, had 
its Accompliſhment in the Days of Julian 
the Apoſtate, when there was not one Stone 
left upon another of that ſtately Fabrick. 

Object. It may be here objected, that 
theſe Things were foretold by Satan, or 
ſome diabolical Powers. Here Atheiſts and 
Deiſts beg what they can never prove, nay 
What they don't believe; but any thing to 

| CG ſerve 
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ſerve a Turn, to put Truth far from them; 
for how can they tell thereare any ſuch Beings, l 
as a Devil, or Demons, or diſembodied Spi- | 
rits, but by the ſacred Oracles? a poor Shift, © \ 
and in this they betray their Cauſe. \ 
II. If we conſider farther, Reaſon will I 
tell us that the Word contain'd in the Bible, 1 
is from God or elſe from Man, from one or MW * 
the other it muſt be: Now if it is not the ll © 
Word of God, it muſt be the Word of Man; I © 
and if it is the Word of Man, it is the Word ll m 
of good Men or bad Men; the Word of 8 
good Men it is not, becauſe they could not MW 
come forth with ſuch Lies in their Mouths, Wl 
as the Word of the Lord came unto me, Uf 
and the Viſion which I did ſee, and the 
Burden of the Word of the Lord, this is al- a, 
together inconſiſtent with their Character, his 
for they are his People, Children that will ſul 
not Lye; which they muſt have done had the 
theſe Things been the Inventions of their I te 
own Brains, or the Forgery of their own 
Hearts: Well then, the Words of good Men © ö 
they are not, nor the Words of bad Men | 
they cannot be; for the Things they contain 
are directly oppoſite to all their Intereſt and 
Honour, nor could it ever have entered into 
their Hearts to write ſuch ſpiritual Things 
in ſo heavenly a Manner. Beſides, can it 
be ſuppoſed that Men fo vile, Lovers only 


of themſelves, would embarque in ſuch 1 
Cauſe, 
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Cauſe, in which they were certain to loofe 
their Lives, as an Advancement of a new 
Religion, contrary to the State or Kingdom 
would certainly expoſe them to, as it did the 
Witneſſes of Jeſus, who loved not their 
Lives unto the Death. From the whole, it 
appears to be God's righteous Word, and is 


. well atteſted, and is the Duty of all where- 

e ever it comes to believe it, and own it to be 

God's Word: Theſe Things my Reaſon tells 
? 


dme are true, I prove them to be ſo at this 
of | Standard ; and am conſtrain'd to ſay from all 
of my Thoughts upon them, that verily there 
hs, is a God, who hath all divine Perfections, 
1, upon whom univerſal Nature depends; and 
% that there can be no true Happineſs without 
a- Revelation from him; and that he hath in 
ter, bis Goodnets given to Man a compleat and 


vill al Diſcovery of his Will, in the Books of 


the two Teſtaments, which carry with them 
their own Evidence to every ſober reaſonable 
Creature; thus we ſee how far Chriſtianity 
i; founded on Reaſon. But 
II. We are to conſider that the moſt im- 
portant Truths of our Salvation, can be pro- 
ved only by the Scriptures, and are ſuch as 
cannot be underſtood by Reaſon, but de- 
pend wholly upon a poſitive Reyelation : 
and they are theſe. 
Firſt, The Doctrine of the ever bleſſed 
and glorious Trinity: This is a Truth much 
C2 controyerted 
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controverted in this Day, and by the gene- 
rality rejected; Men of Learning make light 
of it, and blaſphemouſly treat it with Banter 
and Contempt, and this for no other Reaſon 
but becauſe they can't account for it by 
Reaſon, and ſo are reſolved not to believe it, 
or any thing elſe, that they can't take in in 
a rational Way, But we ſhould do well to 
remember that the Scriptures fully declare 
this Truth, and as ſuch it is my Duty to 
believe it, and here to lay down my Reaſon 
at the Feet of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : This 
is indeed, one of the ſublime Myſteries of our 
holy Religion; and that although it is aboyc 
my Reaton to comprehend, yet it is not con- 
tradictory to it. The Antitrimtarians al. 
ways want ſuch Proof as cannot be given, 
(a full Proof of their Reſolution never to be- 
lieve it) they muſt have a Mathematical De- 

monſtration, as appears by their common 
Interrogatives; as how Three can be One and 
One Three? or how there can be three Perſon 
in one Eſſence? how there can be three Sub- 
ſiſtences and yet not three Gods? our anſwe 
to theſe is, we don't know, we cannot tell, bu 
we are certain they are ſo, becauſe God hati 
ſaid it in that Word, which appears reafor- 
ably to be his, 1 Foh. v. 7. For there all 
three that bear Record in Heaven, the H 
ther, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, ail 
- Theſe three are one. Now theſe three are ! 
Scriptun 


our Faith and Ho 
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Scripture reveal'd to us by all perſonal Cha- 
raters, and whatſoever is applicable to 
a Perſon, is given to theſe diſtinct Subſiſten- 
ces: Now why muſt not I call theſe, Perſons, 
when every thing that is proper to a Perſon 
is proper to each of them? they have all the 
ſame Perfections; and what is attributed to 
one is alſo attributed to the two others; as 
Eternity, Immenſity, the Creation and Go- 
vernment of the Worlds and all Things in 
them; the Salvation and Happineſs of the 
Saints, 1s owing equally to the Grace of Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt, though in the 
Oeconomy thereof, it is variouſly applied to 
each Perſon in the different Parts of it: All 
the Parts of divine Worſhip are equally paid 
to Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt as to the Fa- 
ther ; full Proofs of proper Deity from theſe 
Revelations: I know the Father is not the 
Son, and that the Son. is not the Father, nor 


the Holy Ghoſt; yet the Holy Ghoſt and 


the Son are of the ſame Eſſence with the 
Father, becauſe they are Objects of the ſame 


Worſhip, Sc. Theſe Things appear plain 


from God's Word, which is the Standard of 
; there are Three, and 
theſe Three are One that bear Record in Hea- 
ven; three Perſons and one God: This is 
what makes the Antitrimitarians quarrel 
with us, they don't like the Word Perſons, 
any thing elſe almoſt will do; well, we are 


not 
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not tied to Words, ſo we can but be ſure of 
Truth: If theſe very ingenious Gentlemen, 
would be ſo good to find out a better Word 
than Perſon, to apply to the one undivided 
Three, for my Part I ſhould willingly em- 
brace it, till then T muſt beg leave to make 
ule of my old Terms, Perſons, ſo agreeable 
to every thing that is reveal'd concerning 
them. But this Text ſo fully ſtares their 
darling Principle in the Face, that it ſtrikes 
it dead, and it can't live beneath its Weight; 
this is what they are fully ſenſible of, and 
as ſuch have taken the ſhorteſt way with it, 
vi S. that it is no part of the divine Cannon, 
that it is not in the ancient Copys; if it was 
not, who may we thank for that, but their 
old Sires the Arzans, for that it was in ſome 
of the earlieſt Copys may be made to appear. 
Beſides, the Scope of this part of the Epiſtle 
would be very unintelligible, if not down- 
right Nonſenſe without it, and would bear 
no Reading, for the Eighth Verſe muſt be 
read in Connection with this with theCopu- 
lative AN D; and there are three that bear 
Witneſs in Earth, the Spirit, and the Water, 
and the Blood, Kc. And there are three, 
Suppoſes and Proves that he had been ſpeak- 
ing antecedently of another Three; thus it is 
plain from the Scope of the Epiſtle, this Text 
was in the Original notwithſtanding all Eva- 
ſions and wicked Arts to eſtabliſh the con- 

| trary, 
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trary ; and if we conſult maturely the whole 
Bible, and turn over the ſacred Pages with 


a holy Aſſiduity, we ſhall find this Doctrine 


written as with a Sun-beam, to the full Sa- 
tisfaction of every humble Enquirer after 


Truth. But the Children of Pride, who 


will not bow their Reaſon to divine Myſteries, 
often fall a Prey to Satan and their own 
Lufts ; and I have obſerved theſe evil Sedu- 
cers to wax worſe and worſe, and under 
Pretenſions to Piety and Virtue, have been 
Enemies to the Life and Power of true God- 
lineſs, as appears in the Conduct of moſt of 
their religious Guides. How many of their 
Followers run into all manner of Looſeneſs 
and Debauchery? they no ſooner come to be 
Men of corrupt Minds, but they are pre- 
{ently reprobate to every good Word and 


Work, and are filled with a Spirit of Diſdain 


and Envy to thoſe that entertain this funda- 
mental Truth ; which I think they can't de- 
ny but that it is poſſible; for I would query 
whether it be impoſſible for God to ſubſiſt in 
three Perſons, I think there are none can make 
ſuch an Aſſertion good, nor do I think that 
any wiſe or good Man would aſſert any ſuch 
thing, for they would ſee the Tendency of 
ſuch an Aſſertion would be an Introduction 


to Atheiſm; and though my Reaſon cannot 


account for the Modus of the divine Exiſtence, 
yet it muſt grant this Doctrine of the Trinity 
to 
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to be true, becauſe God has ſo reveal'd it; 1 


paſs on, 


Secondly, To conſider the Doctrine of 


eternal Generation, as ſome Men call it, for 


it is a contradiction in Terms to be infinite 
Eternal, and yet a Subject of an AR, viz. 
Generation. This Point we will here, God 
enabling us, prove at the Standard; and ſee 
if it be good; this hath been of late a mat- 
ter of Controverſy, and good Men have 
differed about it; for there are ſuch, I appre- 
hend on both Sides the Queſtion : This Docs 
trine was receiv'd by the Fathers as appears 
by their Councils, but never reveal'd in the 
Book of God; this Method of explicating 
the Doctrine of the Trinity, that one Perſon 
in the Godhead begat another, Sc. hath been 
the Foundation of all that Arianiſin, Sa- 


bellianiſm, &c. that hath diſturbed the Peace 


of the Church ever ſince. It would have 
been well for us, if our Fathers could have 
contented themſelves with the bare Mind of 
God in Things myſterious, and not have im- 
poſed their Senſe upon us; there are ſome 
now, who with -great Airs of Modeſty tel! 
us, this Doctrine of the eternal Generation 
of the Son of God is a profound Myſtery, 
and you muſt belieye it upon their bare Au- 
thority, if you pleaſe: But if this is a Myf 
tery it is not of the Goſpel, its one of their 
own making, and its plain they don't believe 

| | olle 
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one Word of what they ſay, for they go 


about directly to explain it; they can tel! 


preſently how One can be Three and Three 
One: It is done by an act of Reflection and 
Rereflection, and the one infinite and eternal 
God begat, Sc. the Perſon of the Son; one be- 
gets, the other is begotten, and a third pro- 
ceeds from both theſe two; this is their Tri- 
nity and the Modus of its Exiſtence: Thus 
their Miſtery becomes a ſubject of Demon- 


ſtration, and ſince they make it by their 


Methods a ſubject to be accounted for, I 
would beg leave to ask theſe Gentlemen one 
plain and modeſt Queſtion, Whether he that 
begets and he that is begotten are of equal 
Date? when pinch'd with this, they fly to 
their old Refuge, it is a Myſtery; this is 
only when the Argument fails them, fbr 


they will diſpute the Point as long as poſſible 


they can; well then, he that is begotten 
cannot be coeternal with the Begetter, this 
is the Ground of the Arians Triumph, and 
they never deſire any greater Conceſſion for 


the Support of their Scheme, than that 


Chriſt, as God, is the begotten of the Father, 
and upon this Conce ſſion, the Orthodox have 
never been able to ſupport the Truth againſt 
their Oppoſition. If we ask farther what 
was begotten, ſome of theſe Gentlemen can't 
tell us; but ſome more penetrating than the 
reſt of their * ſay that Peity did 
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not beget Deity, for that would be a Mul- 
tiplication of Deity, and this would plunge 
us into Tritheiſin; this is well ſaid; but what 
was begotten? why, the Perſon of the Son of 
God, not his Deity, but his Perſon in that 
Deity; mark it, Deity could not be begot- 
ten, becauſe it would multiply Deity; but 
Perſonality is begotten, therefore the Per- 
ſons in the Godhead are multiplied, and ſo 
each Perſon not infinitely Eternal. Beſides, 
it deſtroys the immutability of the divine 
Being, in that it changes the Modus of his 
Exiſtence; well, here is a Perſon begotten 
without Eſſence, and yet in an Eſſence, this is 
ſeparating the Perſon of Chriſt from the di- 
vine Nature, which is little better than the 
Blaſphemy of the Arians and their Abettors; 
and it is ſetting up a Perſon without an Eſ- 
ſence, which is very ridiculous and fooliſh; 
or if any Eſſence, it can be but a finite one, 
themſelves being Judges, becauſe an infinite 
Eſſence could not be begotten, and this 1s 
Arianiſm with a Witneſs. In a Word, the 
Generation of the ſecond Perſon in the God- 
head, overthrows the Eternity, Self-exiſtence, 
and Independency of this Perſon; let us briefly 
attend to what theſe Perſons have to ſay for 
themſelves, and the Scriptures made ule of 
by them to prove their Point; the firſt is 

6. i. 6. And again when he bringeth in 
the firſt begotten into the World, he Joh, 
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and let all the Angels of God worſhip him : 
| This can't be brought as a Proof of Chriſt's 
| Deity, for that's denied by them before; 
: this Son then, the Object of divine Worſhip, to 
b diſtinguiſhed from Deity, the Deity is not the 
Object of divine Worſhip by their own Hy- 
a potheſis; the firſt begotten is the propound- 
, ed Object of my Worſhip, but the firſt be- 
. gotten was not the Godhead, but a Perſon 
) in it, therefore the Perſon and not the God- 
; head is the Object of Worſhip. O dange- 


- rous Opinion ! for my part I heartily believe 
8 Chriſt to be Son of God, and that the Son 
N of God is the infinite and eternal Jehova, 


8 and is with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt 
- the Object of divine Worſhip; yet I muſt 


is God, Man, Mediator. Here the Perſon of 
it Chriſt, as Mediator, is the firſt and only Be- 
2 D 2 | gotten 


0 believe that he was God beſore he was a Son, if 
bis and that he was the infinite M before | 
{- ever he was generated, or elſe I muſt let Go@ 4 
; his Godhead for ever. Now by Chriſt | 
e, being the Begotten, the firſt Begotten and 3 
te the only Begotten, we are, I humbly con- x 
is ceive, to underſtand the Father's eternal De- | 
1e ſignation of him ro his Office; for the Exe- 5 
d- cution of which, he was to aſſume our Na- | 
"I ture, take it into Union with his infinite and | 
ly unbegotten Perſon ; this Deſign and Execu- 5 
or tion of it was the begetting of 7eſzs Chriſt, 4 
of it was when he was conſidered of, became | 
} 
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gotten of the Father, and as ſuch is the Ob- 
ject of all divine Adoration, becauſe the two 
Natures in this wonderful begotten Perſon 
are inſeparable : Now can it from all this 
be ſuppoled, that the divine Nature of Chriſt, 
or an infinite Perſon in the Deity, was from 
Eternity begotten, without Relation either 
to his Humanity or Office, T apprehend not; 
thus we fee how we are to conceive of Chriſt's 
Sonſhip, and it appears that this Doctrine is 
very far from any diſhonourable or deprecia- 
ting Thoughts of the Sonſhip of Teſus 
Chriſt; it 1ecures his Godhead againſt the 
Arian, and his diſtin& Perſonality as an in- 
finite, eternal, ſelf-exiftent, independent, 
uncreated and unbegotten Perſon in the Tri- 
nity, cternally ſubſiſting with the Father 
and t ly Ghoſt; in the ſame undivided 
Eſſence againſt the Sabelliaus; and we think 
by this Method, we are better able to 
maintain the Doctrine of the Trinity and the 
Godhead of Jeſus Chriſt, than by the com- 
mon Scheme of eternal Generation; if in 
this we are weak, I hope our ſtronger Bre- 
thren will pardon us, when we do aſſure 
them that we do not publiſh theſe Things 
becauſe we affect Novelty, but with an 
hearty and fincere Regard to the Honour 
and Glory of 7eſus Chriſt. Our Opponents 
tell ns in their Opinion, that the 2d Pſalm 
and Verſe 7, fully proyes eternal Genera- 

tion; 


tion; thou art my Son, this Day have ] be- 


gotten thee. I grant it proves Chriſt's Son- 


ſhip, but whether in their Senſe or ours let 
us enquire; for my part, it appears by the 
Context, I think to every impartial and in- 
telligent Reader to have Relation to Chriſt 
as Mediator, and not to him as an infinite 
God, abſolutely conſidered ; for firſt, this 


Act of Generation was the Subject of a De- 


cree; and ſecondly, this Perſon ſo generated, 
was to pray to the Father for fome additio- 
nal Glories; ask of me and I ſhall give thee 
the Heathen for thine Inheritance, and the 
uttermoſt parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſ- 
fron, Verſe 8. Now can it be ſuppoſed, 
that Chriſt, as the great God, wanted ſuch a 
grant from the Father, who as ſuch had a 
Right and Title originally to all "Things as 
their great Creator ? nor can I find in Scrip- 
ture, any one Text to favour the Doctrine 
we are militating againſt; therefore it will 
not bear the Standard, and as ſuch not good, 
but an Arian Doctrine, and now the matter 
of their Glory, though once bronght into the 
Church by Orthodox Hands, who had more 
honeſty of Heart than clearneſs of Judgment, 
as appears from the Hiſtory of thoſe Times. 
If I muſt believe their Doctrine, IJ muſt be- 
lieve that Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, is neither 
coeternal, coequal nor coeſſential with the 
Father. I haye ſhewn in my Redeemer's 
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Glory unveil'd, Page 41. © that he which 
© begets muſt be before the Begotten, in order I ou 
© of Time, and ſuperior, in order of Eſſence I ch 
© or Nature. Nay, 'tis impoſſible that the IſÞ of 
© Begotten of God ſhould be of the ſamcWl te! 
© Eflence with God, becauſe Self-exiftence, IL 
Eternity and Independence, are the inſepa- fo1 
© rable Properties of an infinite Eſſence; ſo I th: 
© that it is plain according to this Notion, I De 
© that Chriſt is neither Eternal nor Self-ex- vc 
© iſtent; for if he was Eternal he could not th: 
© be Begotten, and yet to be Eternal is pro- 
© per to the infinite Efſence, but 7eſus Chriſt Ge 
* was Begotten, therefore not infinitely us 
Eternal, Independent, nor Self-exiſtent.W tui 
Theſe Conſequences render this Doctrine dai 
diſagrecable to Truth; this Act of eternal} th: 
Generation has never been defined to us, by fo 
any of thoſe learned Gentlemen that eſpouſeſ 43; 
it by Tradition from their Fathers; they F 
would do well to ſpeak out, and tell us =; 
whether it be an immanent Act or a tranſient] Lo 
Act, or what, Sc. Many Things mor Lo 
might have been offered, but I muſt paſs it, ay 
for I cannot hold it faſt, becauſe by the Wordſſcan 
of 'Truth it don't appear to be good. rey 
Thirdly, The Doctrine of Election Mun. 
what we will next bring to the Standard end 
this is much call'd in Queſtion, and few be tis 
lieve it to be a Truth of the Goſpel i Tr. 


this dark Day, in which Providence hath cail 
ou 


„ 
our Lot. The Query is, whether God hath 
choſen Men to Salvation in Chriſt, in a way 
of abſolute Grace? fome think not; and they 
tell us, that God loves all Men with an equal 
Love, and has defign'd Salvation and Glory 
ſor every Man: If this indeed is the Caſe, 
then all Men muſt be ſaved, or elſe God's 
Deſign is fruſtrated ; but all Men are not ſa- 
ved: Wherefore this ſo immediately ſtri kes at 
the Perfections of God, that it muſt be rejected 
with Abhorrence. Let us ſee if the Word of 
God as well as ſpiritual Reaſon, don't furniſh 


us fufficiently with Proofs of a contrary Na- 


ture, it is our Mercy that we have the Stan- 
dard to go to, which informs us, Eph. i. 

that God choſe ſome in Chriſi before the 
Foundation of the World; according as be 
bath choſen us in him before the Foundation 
of the World, that we ſhould be holy and 
without blame before him in Love. It is a 
Love from Eternity, an ancient Love, a 
Love abſolute and free, and what ſhall we 
lay to theſe Things, if God be for us, who 
can to any purpofe be againſt us; if God has 
reveal'd this his Love to his own, how 'dare 


oF any diſpute it; but we live in a rebellious 
und cavilling Day, in which ſome Men think 


tis their Excellency to oppoſe the Sovereign 


Truths of God, they call it Politeneſs and 
earning; a ſerious thoughtſnllneſs, when 
they make proud Man the firft Cauſe of his 


Own 
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own Bliſs; for they ſay all Men were ap- 
pointed to Salvation, we ſay but ſome, for 
what we aſlign'd above; and it is further 
evident, that all are not choſen to Salvation, 
becauſe they are not choſen to the Sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit; every one choſen to 
Happineſs, is choſen to Holineſs by a Work 
of powerful Grace upon the Heart, where- 
by it is brought to ſee the Evil of Sin, to 
hate it and loath it, and to fear the Puniſh- 
ment that is due to it, to declare all H 

of Peace and Acceptation with God, from 
all that it is capable of doing, and to rely on 
Chriſt, and to hope for all from his Blood 
and Righteouſneſs, and to be longing more 
and more after Chriſt, and for the Day of his 
appearing, when we ſhall be with him and 
ſee him as he is. Obſerve here how the 
Means and the End are connected together, 
DS. that he that ſhall enjoy Glory as the 
Fruit of electing Love ſhall feel the Opera- 
tion of Grace, as the forerunner of this Glo- 
ry; they tell us farther, that God has ap- 
pointed no Man to Wrath, for this they ſay 
would be an Impeachment of his Goodneſs, 
and repreſents him as the moſt cruel and ty- 
rannical Being. I apprehend, ſo far as I am 
skill'd in this Controverſy, that this is the 
only ſhew of an Argument, that ever was 
made upon the Remonſtrant's Side: I con- 


feſs that there is the Colour of an Argument 
9 
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in it, for their Scheme ſtrikes at all the other 
Attributes of God, (which I think I am able, 
by the divine Aid to make appear) and this 
too more a great deal than the calviniftical 
Scheme; for by their Scheme, it is poſſible 
none may be ſaved; for his Goodneſs that 
they talk ſo loudly of leaves all Mankind 
in a liableneſs to eternal Damnation: This 
is the Arminian Idea of the Goodneſs of God, 
whilſt the Calviniſts tell us, that God's 
Goodneſs is certainly extended to Thouſands 
and Millions, and to ſuch Numbers that no 
Man can Number, who by this Goodneſs, 
ſhall, through Chriſt and Grace, ſafely. and 
unavoidably come to Heaven and Happineſs 
with Chriſt to all Eternity. Now which of 
theſe two Schemes moſt impeach the Good- 
neſs of the Lord, I leave to the Saints to 
judge; beſides, we have the poſitive Word 
of God on our Side, as in the gth Verſe of 
this Chapter, in which is our Text; for God 
bath not appointed us to Wrath, but to obtain 
Salvation by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Now 
if God had appointed none to Wrath, the 
Apoſtle had faid juſt nothing at all ; and the 
Apoſtle Jude tells us by the Holy Ghoſt, 
in the 4th Verſe of his Epiſtle, that there 
are certain Men who were before of 014 or- 
dained to this Condemnation, which Con- 
demnation we have in the 13th Verſe, 70 
whom is reſerved the Blackneſs of Darkneſs 

» E 


for 


4 
. 
L. 

10 
* 
N. 
b 
99 
N vw 
W 
WP, 
* 
»1 
N 
H 
18 
% 
4d 
"4 
: 
* 
2 
* 


( 34 ) 
Now from the Standard it appears, 


for ever. 
that God did not deſign the Salvation of 
every Man, and yet at laſt will be clear 


when he judges, and overcomes when he 
condemns. 


Objett. Doth not the Scripture ſay, O 


Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, hou that killeſt the 
Prophets and ſloneth them which are ſent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy Children together, as a Hen that gathe- 


reth her Chickens under her Wings and je 


would not * Nothing can be a fuller Proof 
of univerſal Love and Redemption ; Chriſt 
would, but they would not; its moſt plain 
Man's Salvation is left to his own Choice, 
and that God wills the Salvation of them 
that are not ſa ved: In anſwer to this Objec- 
tion let it be obſerved, that there is a third 
Perſon in the Text ; how often would I have 
gathered your Children together, and you 
would not. It is not ſaid how often would 
I have gathered you and jyou would not; 
nor is it how often would I have gathered 
your Children, and your Children would 
not; 1o that thoſe Chriſt intended to gather, 
where not the Perſons who made the Oppo- 
fition, but 7eruſalem, not her. Children. 
Jeruſalem is here to be underſtood figura- 
_ tively, the Place is put for the People; the 
Great, the Learned, and the Rich, are princi- 
pally: intended; and by their Children, we 
| are 


* 
ET 


1 

are to underſtand ſome poor godly Souls 
among them, that were brought into Love 
with Jeſus; the Number of which were 
an hundred and twenty, as appears afterwards. 
Now theſe were gathered into a Body, to 
manifeſt the Name and Glory of Chriſt ; 
the ele& Jews were all brought unto Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the reſt their Houſes were left to 
| them deſolate, they fell in the common Ca- 

lamity of thoſe Times: But theſe taking 

Chriſt's Direction, fled to the Mountains and 
f were ſafely gathered together, as the Apoſtle 
Peter well obſerves, 1ſt of Pet. xi. 1 -- 93 
1 an ample Proof of their Election and effectual 
: Calling; and by this means the Goſpel was 
1 WW {ent to diſtant Lands, to anſwer the great 
Deſigns of Love and Grace in the Salvation 
of poor Souls; ſo that we ſee that theſe 
were gathered notwithſtanding all the Oppo- 
ſition of Jeruſalem; 1o that this Text don't 
at all ſerve the Purpoſe for which it is brought, 


prove the Love of God to be the ſame to 
every Man, its moſt evident prove no ſuch 
thing; for a concluſion of this particular, T 
would only ask our Antagoniſts, whether 
God is an intelligent Being? they will grant 
I apprehend, that he is, for the Conſequences 
of a Denial are horrid, and I think there are 
none fo hardy. Well, if God is a Being in- 
telligent, moſt infinitely wiſe, then in the 

Creation 


and all thoſe Texts which are brought to 


„ 


Creation of all Things, he had certain Ends 
in View which can or cannot be fruſtrated; 
fruſtrated they cannot be, becauſe then his 
Wiſdom and his Power would be both im- 
peached ; we muſt then conclude, that the 
End of the Lord is certain, and can never be 


overthrown, Now pray what is the End of 


all the human Race? it is either Happineſs 
or Miſery ; that ſome are happy and others 
miſerable, is what is granted on moſt Hands, 
and that for ever. Theſe are the Ends of all 
and ſo neceſſarily the Ends firſt deſign'd; if 
not, then we ſet God below the human Spe- 
cies, who in all Actions diſcover the juſt Laws 
of Intelligence: ſuch Ideas of God would 
'tend to render him a Being moſt contempti- 
ble. O what Cauſe then have we to bleſs 
the Lord, that his Grace and nor our Good- 
neſs is the Ground of our Election, and that 
our Election is the Ground of all our Good- 
neſs and Grace, and that our Goodneſs and 
Grace is the Evidence of our Election only, 
and that his Grace enables us to fly to Chriſt, 
to fly from Sin, and to fly to the Paths of 
Holineſs, nd to cleave to the Lord Feſis 
Chriſt ; to his Perſon, to his Righteouſneſs, 
to his precious Blood and healing Wounds, 
as to our chicieſt Good and Glory. 
Fourthly, The Doctrine of Salvation by 
Works, we will now bring to the Standard 
and prove it there; this is indeed the pre- 
vailing 


— WW 
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vailing Doctrine of this ſinful and looſe Age, 
Salvation by Works, and yet refolved 
to do none: This is the Doctrine of the Ro- 
maniſts, and hath its Confirmation from the 
Council of Trent, but now the Proteſtant 
Doctrine of Nations, though it hath no 
Foundation in God's Word; they tell us our 
Works are meritorious, that our moral Works 
merit Grace, and that Grace merits Happi- 
neſs; theſe are what they call the Merits of 
Congruity, and the Merits of Condignity ; 
but our Proteſtant Doctors ſpeak not 10 full, 
they ſeem to mince the Matter by giving it 
a new Name, whilſt they hold the ſame 
Thing; they ſay, they are Conditions; if ſo, 
they are the procuring Cauſes of Happineſs; 
as ſuch the Doctrine is damnable; for it 
makes the Creature and its Works, the firſt 
Cauſe of Bliſs; the Grace of God and the 
Blood of Jeſus i is excluded in the Salvation 
of poor Sinners. If it ſhould be objected 
that by Conditions, no more 1s meant, than 
that without the Works of Holineſs no 
Man can entcr into Heaven, we are agreed, 
we ſay ſo too; but many of our modern 
Proteſtants have carried this Point farther, 
and tell us, that if we ſincerely obey the 
Precepts of Chriſt, we ſhall be ſaved : This 
is in Fact nothing but Merit, call it by what 
Names you pleaſe; and I am ſure I may go 
as ſafe to Heaven by the Merits of the Church 
® 


T8) 
of Rome, as by the Merits of any Proteſtant 
Church in the World, for they are both 
agreed to exclude Jeſus Chriſt and his Righ- 
teouſneſs, as the meritorious Cauſe of our 
Salvation; and as to our being Holy, God- 
Iy, Righteous, Sc. we look upon them as the 
Reſult of our Salvation, and in no Senſe the 
Cauſes thereof, as ſome falſe Teachers affirm, 
who neglect Zeſws Chriſt: For in all their Ad- 
miniſtrations, we never hear any thing of 
Chriſt from them. This Doctrine of Salvation 
by Works, is repugnant to the Truth, and 
will not bear the Standard, which tells us, 
that by Grace we are ſaved through Faith, 
and that not of ourſebves, it is the Gift of 
God; not of Works, leaſt any Man fhould 
boaſt, Epheſ. viii. 9. By Grace are ye ſaved; 


i. e. by Grace in Election, Redemption and Re- 


generation; through Faith. Here the Be- 
lie ver takes in all this Grace unto a World 
of eternal Life; this Divine Principle is in- 
deed from Heaven, and is a Plant which 
grows not in Nature's Garden ; It is not of 
ourſelves, it is the Work of efficacious Grace, 
as well as the Donation of Sovereign Love; 
ſo that Salvation from firſt to laſt is of pure 
Grace, and a glorious Reaſon is aſſign'd for 
it, uot of Works leaſt any Man ſhould boaſt ; 10 
that the Doctrine of Salvation by Works, lays 
a Foundation for Creature Glory, which 


God will have excluded, therefore it * 


(39) 
be true: The Apoſtle alſo tells us, in 2 Cor. 
v. 21. that God made Chriſt to be Sin for us 
who knew no Sin, that we might be made 


the Righteouſneſs of God in him. He was' 


made Sin in a Law Senſe, all Sin was Jaid 
upon him; he was accounted the Sinner, Sin 


was transferred to him, ſo that he ſtood in - 


the Law, Room, Place and Stead of Sinners, 
and as ſuch bore all the Puniſhment due to 
their Sins; this was done by the mutual 
Agreement of the Father and the Son in 


Covenant, and by this was 7eſus made Sin. 


And O glorious Grace, by the fame Method 
are Sinners made the Rightcouſneſs of God 


in him; we are Righteons, boch in the Eye of 
Law and Juſtice; not by an Infuſion of 


Holineſs, but by a transferring, a making 
over, or imputing the Righteouſneſs of Je- 
ſus to us; as he was made Sin, we are made 
Righteous. Now he was not made Sin by 
Infuſion, no by no means, for he did no Sin, 
neither was any Guile found in his Mouth; 
ſo we are made Righteous in a vindictive 
Senſe only, by the Obedience of Chri/t for 
us, and not by the Grace of Chriſt in us; 
all which fully proves that Salvation cannot 
be by Works; then we conclude that this 
Doctrine cannot be good, for it will not bear 


tue Standard; it is reprobate Silver, it muſt 


be caſt away as good for nothing, for it can 
never be our Paſſport into a World of eternal 
Glory, 
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Glory, becauſe it is a Doctrine that ſets up 
fallen Man, makes him the firſt Cauſe of his 
own Salvation, ſtrikes at the Independency 
of God, caſhiers ti Grace, and makes the 
Blood and Righteouſneſs of our lovely Feſus 
uſeleſs Things. 

Fifthly, The Doctrine of efficacious Grace; 
this is what we will prove in this Place. 
Indeed the Pelagiaus and their Brethren the 
Arminiaus, will treat this Doctrine with 
Contempt; but God's Word and the Expe- 
riences of all the Saints will confront them: 
Sce Phil. ii. 13. For it is God which worketh 
in you, to will and to do of his good Pleaſure, 
A Diſpoſition to Goodneſs and a Power to 
act are both from the Lord, and owing to 
his diſtinguiſhing Favour ; for if there was 
no Diſtinction in the Favour of God to his 
Creatures, then the Difference in the Crea- 
tures muſt ariſe from the Power of Nature, 
and not from the Grace of God ; for if all 
Creatures have the ſame Power and Meaſure 
of Grace, then no Difference can ariſe from 

it; we muſt then conclude we make our- 
| ſelves to differ, quite contrary to the 
Apoſtles Doctrine and our daily Experiences. 
This is a Doctrine that blows up the Bladder 
of our vain Minds to helliſh Pride and Folly, 
which will e'er long be prick'd to our Joy 
or Pain for ever, for our God will ſtain the 
Pride of all Glory, either in Love or * 
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If we have then a Will and an Heart to love 
the bleſſed Jeſus, a Power to truſt and de- 
pend upon him, and ſtrong Affections to him, 
with earneſt Deſires after the continual En- 
joy ment of him, we may juſtly conclude it 
to be the ſpecial Work of God in us, and 
at ſuch Seaſons we are readily diſpoſed to 
give him all the Glory: Not unto us O 
n Wl £274, not unto us, but unto thy Name be all 
.. % Glory; this then appears to be good by 
the Standard, 

th Sixthly, The Doctrine of the Saints final 
and total Apoſtacy, is what we will now 
to bring to the Tryal, which I conceive will not 
to bear the Standard; for that aſſures us, that 
be loves his own for ever, for he will never 
1is brſake the Work of his own Hands; ſee 
„Jeremiah, xxxii. 40. And I will make an 
everlaſting Covenant with them, that I will 
nt turn away from th:m to do them good, 
but I will put my Fear in their Hearts that 
they ſball not depart from me. Now the 
Doctrine under Examination is the reverſe of 
this, for it affirms that a Child of God may be- 
come a Limb of the Devil; be a Member of 
Chriſt to Day, and be turn'd into Hell to- 
morrow ; this Opinion cannot then be good : 
Beſides, it overthrows the Faithfulneſs and 
Immutability of God; for every one allows 
that whilſt a Soul is gracious, it is the Ob- 

F jet 
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ject of divine Favour, and if it may be lofi 
it then becomes the Subject of divine Wrath. 
This Opinion has a direct Tendeney to in- 90 
troduce Atheiſm, and to deſtroy all the Peace 

and Comfort of God's Children. 
Seventhly, The Doctrine of full Aſſurance I of 
of Faith of our Intereſt in the Love of God ;, 
to our Souls, that Chriſi died for us, that I th. 
he is gone into Glory for us, and that hep, 
will come again and take us to himfelf for the 
ever; this is the ſolid Ground of all our Joy Ar 
and Comfort, and the true Spring of all re- 
ligious Worſhip, Heb. x. 22. a poor Soul 
can neither haye Peace within, nor perform 
Duty aright, unleſs it can claim God in Feſus 
as its own God: It is propriety only that can vil 
give Pleaſure, the ſtill Voice of the Holy, 
Ghoſt, the ſecret Kiſſes of Chriſt's Mouthiſder 
bring with them unutterable Joys; to tak hd 
away this Truth, is to take away the Lite by 
and Glory of all Religion, and to rob th 8 
Saint of all his Conſolation, and to makin 
all Religion nothing but mere Drudgery. 
Eighthly and Laſtly, The Doctrine 0 
finful Liberty, or to Sin becauſe Grace dot 
abound ; this I think will ſoon be condem 
ned by the Standard, for it cannot bear th | 
Touchſtone of God's Word, it only hath it, 
Foundation in the Works of Darkneſs; jo, 

the Grace of God which bringeth Salwatio. 
teac hel 
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teacheth us that denying Unzodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly and 
godly in this preſent evil World, Titus, ii. 
11, 12. That Man who can uſe the pre- 
cious Doctrines of the Goſpel of the Grace 
ce of God, as an occaſion and encouragement 
od to Sin, is of all Men the moſt wicked. He 
dat that can make light of the righteous and 
he holy Law of God, and ſay the Doctrines of 
for the Goſpel leads him to it, I will with the 
oy Apoftle ſay, that ſuch a one's Damnation is 
re. juſt, for Grace does not deſtroy our Obliga- 
tion to Duty, but as it is reveal'd, is rather 
an help to the right performance of it: If I 
know any thing of this Grace, I know it 
will make a Man hate every falſe way, and 
bye every good Word and Work, and un- 
der the full Diſplays of it, the holy Soul 
"Yd rather dye than diſhonour his God 
Wy Tranſgreſſion. Come we now in the 
Second Place to ſhew, What it is to hold 
Walt thoſe Things which appear by the Stan- 
ard to be good, and here the Antitheſis, or 
e Wow we are to treat thoſe Things which diſ- 
dotiWover themſelves to be nought. And here 
demYct us ſhew, 
x tu 1. What it is to hold faſt that which is 
th Wood. Now to hold faſt that which is good, 
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I. To believe it firmly; we muſt have a 
ſtrong Faith in them as the very Truths of 
God, or we ſhall ſoon let them go. If once 
we come to harbour and entertain Doubts 
about the great Truths of Heaven, we are 
but one remove from giving them up. 

II. To embrace them affectionately; Truth, 
muſt be received in the Love of it; where 
it hath but a cold Reception, it will. be 
treated with Indifference, and will upon Oc- 
caſions be parted with: Many there are that 
receive it into their Heads but not into their 
Hearts, and for want of Root, all dies and 
dwindles into nothing: But to hold it faſt 
is to love it dearly. Thy Word was found 
of ne and I did cat it, and it was to me 
the joy and rejoicing of my Heart. 

III. To contend for them earneſtly ; we 
are commanded ſo to do, Jude, Verſe 3. 
contend earneſtly for the Faith once delivered 
to the Saints; there are ſome among us that 
cry out againſt all Diſputations, which I 
think is quite contrary to this Advice of the 
Apoſtle; the Reaſon I conceive is, becauſe 
they want Truth, and therefore they choc 
to be ſilent: But a Soul born from above, 
who tees the Glory of Truth, cannot be 
quiet when it is oppoſed and blaſphemed, 
but will vindicate it to the uttermoſt Bounds 
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a of his Capacity, not for the fake of diſputing, 
f WM but for Ho Truths ſake only. 3 
e IV. To hold it conſtantly; they buy the 
ts Truth at any Rate, and are reſolved to part 
rc W with it upon no Conſideration; there are too 
many at this Day make light of all the pre- 
h, W cious Truths of Chriſt Jeſus, and after they 
ic have given them Entertainment many Years, 
de can eaſily give them up at laſt; but a 
0 Man cannot, for the Truths of God are the 
at W Springs of his Joy and Hope; the Doctrines 
1 of Election, Redemption by the Blood of 
| Chriſt, and efficacious (race, are what give 
aſt W him the higheſt Degree of Pleaſure ; he is 
nd therefore reſolved in Chriſt's Strength to 
ne keep them unto the End. But, 
2. By way of Antitheſis; how we are to 
treat thoſe Things which diſcoyer themſelyes 
to be naught. And 
I. We muſt give no Credit to them, but 
look upon them as the Forgeries of Satan 
and wicked Men, and as moſt injurious to 
the Honour of the God of Truth. 
II. We muſt defpiſe them and treat them 
with all juſt Contempt and Scorn, while we 
pity and pray for them who haye embraced 
them. | 
HI. We muſt diſpute them down if 
poſſible, we muſt make all the ſtand againſt 5 
them \— 
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them we can, in the Name and Spirit of our 
eſus. - Ka, 

V. We muſt give them no Entertainment 
at all, we muſt not ſo much as receive them 
nor their Propagators into our Houſes, nor 
bid them God' ſpeed; if we do, we are Par- 
takers of their evil Deeds. May the good 
Lord help us to hate all Evil and fly from 
it, and to love all good and cleaye to it, 
that we may glorify him here, and praiſe him 


to all Eternity. Amen. 


C000 


CE 
, 

83 * 
* 


